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Introduction
We all know that as Muslims there are things that we must do, such as pray
five times a day and fast in Ramadaan, but the foundation of our religion is:
our beliefs about Allaah. Our beliefs about Allaah will determine whether or
not our good deeds will be accepted by Him – so you can see that this is the
most important thing for us to learn about.
This workbook and the next three workbooks in the series are to help us
understand what the correct Islaamic beliefs are in an easy and interesting
way by going through a famous book called, Al-Usooluth-Thalaathah. In
English, this means “The Three Fundamental Principles”.
The Messenger, Muhammad sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam1 mentioned in
several authentic ahaadeeth2, that when we die we will be asked three
questions in our grave.
They are:




Who is your Lord?
What is your Religion?
Who is your Prophet?

Allaah will give the people who truly believe in Him the ability to answer these
questions correctly. They will then have bliss in their graves and will look
forward to the Day of Judgement. However the disbelievers and the evil
doers will not be able to answer these questions in their graves (even if they
knew the answers when they were alive). What will follow for them will be
punishment, may Allaah save us from that, aameen! This book, Al-UsooluthThalaathah, was written to explain what every single Muslim must know about
these three matters, namely, his/her 1) Lord, 2) Religion and 3) Prophet. These
are The Three Fundamental Principles.
One of the valuable things about this book, Al-Usooluth-Thalaathah, is that
each important point is mentioned along with proof from the Qur~aan or a
hadeeth or both, so you know that it truly is a part of Islaam.

1

This Arabic phrase means: May Allaah praise him highly and send peace and security upon him

This Arabic word is the plural of „hadeeth‟ which means a narration mentioning the sayings, actions,
silent approvals or descriptions of the Messenger, Muhammad sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam.
2
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Each workbook in this series covers a different section of the book, AlUsooluth-Thalaathah
Workbook 1 – What is Towheed? - This is the workbook in front of you. It
covers the author‟s Introduction to The Three Fundamental Principles
Workbook 2 – Who Is Your Lord? - This workbook covers the First
Fundamental Principle
Workbook 3 – What is Your Religion? - This workbook covers the Second
Fundamental Principle
Workbook 4 – Who is Your Prophet? - This workbook covers the Third
Fundamental Principle
Each workbook has units for you to work through. At the end of each
workbook, the part of the book Al-Usooluth-Thalaathah that has been
covered appears again as a quick refresher. You can look up the meaning
of any Arabic words in the Glossary at the end.
I pray that Allaah makes studying this book very useful, informative and
means for us to be forgiven and rewarded, aameen!

by Umm Safiyyah Madeehah bint Nafees ibn Ihsaan Ahmad
Sha’baan 1432 AH/July 2011 CE
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Unit 1

Introduction 1 of 3

Inshaa~ Allaah by the end of this unit you will be able to
answer these questions

 What four things must every Muslim learn?
 What is the knowledge that every single
Muslim must have?
 Is it enough to just follow what people say
about Islaam?
 What comes first in Islaam, learning or
doing?
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We will now read the first section of the book, „The Three
Fundamental Principles‟.
Here is the first section.

In the name of Allaah, The Extremely Merciful (Ar-Rahmaan), The Bestower
of Mercy (Ar-Raheem).
Know, may Allaah have mercy upon you, that it is obligatory for us to learn
four matters:
The First: is knowledge, which is knowledge and awareness of
Allaah, and knowledge of His Prophet, and knowledge of the religion
of Islaam with the proofs.
The Second: is action upon it.
The Third: is calling to it.
The Fourth: is having patience upon any harm encountered whilst
carrying it out.
And the proof is His Saying, He the Most High:
“By time, mankind is certainly in loss, except for those who truly believe and
do righteous actions and encourage one another with the Truth and
encourage one other with patience.” [Sooratul-`Asr (103)]
Ash- Shaafi`ee, may Allaah, the Most High, have mercy upon him said: “If
Allaah had not sent down any proof upon his creation except this soorah,
then it would have been enough for them.”
And Al-Bukhaaree, may Allaah have mercy upon him, said:
“Chapter: Knowledge comes before speech and action.”
And the proof is His Saying, He the Most High:
“Then know that none has the right to be worshipped except Allaah, and ask
forgiveness for your sin.” [Soorah Muhammad (47):19]
So He began with knowledge before speech and action.
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Take a look at these diagrams which summarise some of the
points from the passage you have just read.
(Don‟t worry they‟re easier than they look and will help you to
remember some key points inshaa~ Allaah!)

This one shows the 4 things we must learn

Obligatory for
us to learn

4
matters

1

2

3

4

KNOWLEDGE

ACTION

CALLING

PATIENCE

Allaah

of

His Prophet

With the
PROOFS

Islaam
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This one shows that to do anything in Islaam correctly we must
have knowledge about it first

SPEECH
KNOWLEDGE

comes
before
ACTION

Next, to understand the passage better, try answering some
questions on it. You can look back at the passage and
diagrams at any time to find the answers.

1. This passage begins with „In the name of Allaah, Ar-Rahmaan ArRaheem‟. What does Ar-Rahmaan mean and what does Ar-Raheem
mean?

2. The author, Imaam Muhammad ibn `Abdil-Wahhaab, says in his book „it
is obligatory for us to learn four matters‟. Which one of the answers
below is correct?
What he means by this is that learning these four matters is
a) not a must for the regular Muslim, but it is a must for the Muslim
scholars and for the Muslims who are very righteous
b) neither good nor bad, so if you don‟t learn them it doesn‟t matter
c) a must for every Muslim, and if he does not, he will be sinning
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3. The author then mentions these four matters. The first of these four
matters is that we all have to gain knowledge. What are the second,
third and fourth matters he mentions that are related to gaining
knowledge?
Second matter:
Third matter:
Fourth matter:

4. The Imaam mentions that we must have knowledge „...with the proofs‟.
Choose the correct answer from the options below.
By „proofs‟ he means:
a) logical arguments found in any good Islaamic book.
b) scientific proofs
c) differing sayings of great scholars and righteous people of old
d) sayings of present day scholars who follow the Qur~aan and
authentic ahaadeeth
e) quotes from the Qur~aan, and true, authentic ahaadeeth of the
Prophet sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam.
f) whatever you are inspired with after a great deal of prayer and
thought.
g) all of the above answers are correct.
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5. The Imaam mentions the knowledge that all of us (every Muslim, male
and female) must have. What does he mean? Choose THREE correct
answers from the eight options.
Knowledge of:
a) Allaah with the proofs (from the Qur~aan and authentic
ahaadeeth)
b) all major world religions
c) politics in Muslim countries
d) Allaah and His Messenger sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam from any
inspiring speaker
e) the religion of Islaam with the proofs (in the Qur~aan and
authentic ahaadeeth)
f) the religion Islaam using philosophy, logic and dreams
g) medicine, law and engineering with the proofs from reliable
research
h) Allaah‟s Prophet, Muhammad sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam with
the proofs.

6. Choose the correct answer. When the Imaam says, „the proof is His
Saying, He the Most High,‟ who does he mean by „His’ and „He the
Most High’ in this sentence? Is it:
a) Allaah‟s Messenger, Muhammad sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam
b) a Muslim king
c) the angel Jibreel `alayhis-Salaam (may Allaah‟s peace and
security be upon him)
d) Allaah
e) a well known Islaamic scholar
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7. Which soorah or chapter of the Qur~aan does the author mention to
show that we must know these four matters (mentioned in question 2.)?

8. Join each part of the soorah, below on the left, with one of the four
matters (from Question 2), that it proves, below on the right. The first
one has been done for you
proves that...
“...except for those who truly believe

we must act on our knowledge

and do righteous actions

we must call others to it

and encourage one another with the Truth

we must have patience upon this

and encourage one other with patience.”

we must have knowledge

9. Choose the correct answer. This soorah shows that all of mankind will
be in loss on the Day of Resurrection except for those who
a) saved a lot of money at the time of their death
b) were kind people but did not believe that Islaam is the truth
c) believed in Allaah but didn‟t follow His commands
d) truly believed, did good actions and encouraged people to
follow the Truth and to be patient.

10. The Imaam quotes a famous scholar to show how important Sooratul`Asr is. Who is that scholar?
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11. Read the quote of this scholar (mentioned in question 10.) about
Sooratul-`Asr and then choose the correct answer.
This quote means that if we have read this soorah we
a) do not need to read the rest of the Qur~aan
b) should know in general terms how to be happy in the next life
c) will never enter the Hell Fire
(See footnote 6 of the appendix, page 37, for a clue if you are stuck)

12. The Imaam then quotes another famous scholar to show how
important it is for us to learn about our Religion so that we can practise
it correctly. Who was that scholar?

13. Choose the correct answer. When we want to carry out an act of
worship we should first:
a) learn how to do that action correctly (according to the proofs),
then do it
b) do the action however we like then learn about how we should
have done it after
c) do the action copying our parents, grandparents and other
good Muslims and never check to find out if it was right
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14. The Imaam then quotes an aayah (verse) from Soorah Muhammad
“Then know that none has the right to be worshipped except Allaah, and
ask forgiveness for your sin.”
The aayah has been divided into two parts below:
A

B

Then know that none has the right to
be worshipped except Allaah

and ask forgiveness for your
sin

(i) In which part of this aayah is there a command to have knowledge?
(ii) In which part of this aayah is there a command to do an action?
(iii) Which one is mentioned before the other in this aayah?

15. Fill in the blanks on the diagram below in the right order.

Obligatory for
us to learn

4
matters

1

14

2

3

4
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16. Fill in the blanks on the diagram below in the right places.

SPEECH
comes
before
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You have now reached the end of the first section!

You will have now understood:
 That we must have knowledge, act on it, call to this, be
patient upon harms
 That the knowledge we must have is knowledge of
Allaah, His Messenger and of Islaam
 That we must have this knowledge with the proofs (from
the Qur~aan and authentic Sunnah)
 That a person has to have knowledge before he or she
can perform an act of worship correctly.

You can now go to Unit 2!
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Unit 1 Answers
1. „Ar-Rahmaan’ means ‘The Extremely Merciful’; ‘Ar-Raheem’ means ‘The Bestower of
Mercy’
2. c)
3. Second matter: action upon it; Third matter: calling to it; Fourth matter: having patience
upon any harm encountered whilst carrying it out
4. e)
5. a), e), h)
6. d)
7. Sooratul-`Asr, the 103rd soorah of the Qur~aan
8. “...except for those who truly believe

we must act on our knowledge

and do righteous actions

we must call others to it

and encourage one another with the Truth

we must have patience upon this

and encourage one other with patience.”

we must have knowledge

9. d)
10. Imaam Ash-Shaafi`ee
11. b)
12. Imaam Al-Bukhaaree
13. a)
14. (i) A; (ii) B; (iii) A is mentioned before B
15. see diagram on page 8
16. see diagram on page 9

17

What is Towheed? The Imaam’s Introduction

Unit 2

Introduction 2 of 3

Inshaa~ Allaah by the end of this unit you will be able to
answer these questions

 Was mankind left without being told why
they were created and how to worship the
Creator?
 What will the reward be for the person who
obeys the Messenger that Allaah sent?
 What is it that Allaah does not like?
 Who should Muslims not love and ally
themselves with?
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Here‟s the next section of „The Three Fundamental Principles‟.
This is still part of the introduction.

Know, may Allah have mercy upon you, that it is obligatory for every
Muslim, male and female, to learn these three matters and to act upon them:
The First: that Allaah created us, gave us provision, and did not leave us
without a purpose; rather He sent a Messenger to us. So whoever obeys him
will enter Paradise, and whoever disobeys him will enter the Fire, and the
proof is His Saying, He the Most High:
“Indeed We sent a Messenger to you as a witness over (for or against) you just
as We sent a Messenger to the Pharaoh. But the Pharaoh disobeyed the
Messenger so We seized him with a severe punishment.” [SooratulMuzzammil (73):15-16]

The Second: that Allah is not pleased that anyone should be associated with
Him in worship of Him, neither any angel brought near nor any prophet sent
as a Messenger, and the proof is His Saying, He the Most High:
“And that the places of worship are to be for Allaah (alone) so do not worship
anyone along with Allaah.” [Sooratul-Jinn (72):18]
The Third: that it is not permissible for the one who is obedient to the
Messenger and singles out Allaah with all worship, upon towheed, to have
muwaalaah (to love and ally himself) with those who oppose Allaah and His
Messenger, even if they are those most closely related to him, and the proof is
His Saying, He the Most High:
“You will not find a people who truly believe in Allaah and the Last Day
loving those who oppose Allaah and His Messenger, even if they are their
fathers, or their sons, or their brothers, or their kinsfolk. Rather Allaah has
ordained true faith for their hearts, and strengthened them with strength
from Him; and He will enter them into the gardens (of Paradise) beneath
(whose trees) rivers flow, and they will remain therein forever. Allaah is
pleased with them and they are pleased with Him. They are the party of
Allaah. Indeed the party of Allaah are the ones who will be successful.”
[Sooratul-Mujaadilah (58):22]

19

What is Towheed? The Imaam’s Introduction

Now take a look at this diagram which summarises some
of the points from the passage you have just read.
It shows 3 further matters that we must learn and act on

Obligatory for us to
learn and act on

3
matters

1

2

3

Allaah is not pleased
that any one is
associated with Him in
worship of Him

We are not allowed to
have muwaalaah with
those who oppose
Allaah and His
Messenger

Allaah

Created
us

Did not
leave us
without a
purpose

Gave us
provision

He sent a
Messenger to us

Whoever obeys
him will enter
Paradise
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Now try and answer these questions using the
passage on page 19 to help you
1. The Imaam then tells us three more things that we as Muslims must know
and act upon. Which of them must the Muslim man learn and which of
them must the Muslim woman learn?

2. Read over the first of these three matters mentioned in this section then
choose the correct answer.
This point means that Allaah created us, provided for us and:
a) left us in confusion about how to worship Him
b) left us to do as we will without any punishment or reward
c) did not tell us why He created us to see who could guess correctly
d) out of His Mercy sent a Messenger to all the people to tell them why
they were created and how to worship Him

3. What will the reward be for the person who obeys the Messenger
sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam?

4. Read over the aayah quoted from Sooratul-Muzzammil and then choose
the correct answer from the options below.
Allaah punished the Pharaoh because he:
a) disobeyed the Messenger (Moosaa `alayhis-Salaam)
b) believed Moosaa `alayhis-Salaam was Allaah
c) claimed to be a Messenger himself
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5. Here is the second matter mentioned in this section of the book that is a
must for us to learn and act on.
„...that Allah is not pleased that anyone should be associated with Him in
worship of Him, neither any angel brought near nor any prophet sent as a
Messenger...‟
Which one of the answers below is correct? This second matter means that
Allaah is only pleased when
a) He alone is worshipped without any partner unless it is a prophet or
an angel, since they can be worshipped along with Allaah
b) Prophets and angels are not worshipped along with Him but they
are worshipped instead of Him
c) He is worshipped along with others, so long as it is not an angel or a
prophet
d) He is worshipped alone, without any partner, whether an angel, a
prophet or anyone or anything else.

6. Read over the third matter mentioned here by the imaam that every
Muslim must learn and act upon and then choose the correct answer.
This third matter means that
a) we should not be kind to our relatives if they are not Muslims
b) Muslims should treat those who oppose Islaam with justice, but
should not help them in their disbelief, nor have love for them
c) we should display bad manners and hostility towards all disbelievers
d) Islaam allows oppression of and wrong-doing towards disbelievers
e) it is allowed for Muslims to do things that are haraam (not allowed in
Islaam) to make disbelievers like them
(See footnotes 10, 11 and 12 in the appendix, pages 39 and 40 if you are stuck)
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7. Here is proof from the Qur~aan for this third matter (mentioned in no.6.).
Fill in the blanks below.
“You will not find a people who truly believe in Allaah and the Last Day
_________ those who oppose Allaah and His Messenger, even if they are
their fathers, or their sons, or their brothers, or their kinsfolk. Rather
Allaah has ordained true ________ for their hearts, and strengthened
them with strength from Him; and He will enter them into the __________
(of Paradise) beneath (whose trees) rivers flow, and they will remain
therein forever. Allaah is __________ with them and they are pleased
with Him. They are the party of Allaah. Indeed the party of Allaah are
the ones who will be ______________.”[Sooratul-Mujaadilah (58):22]
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You have now reached the end of the second section!

You will have now understood that:
 Allaah sent us a Messenger to guide us.
 obeying the Messenger will take a person to Paradise.
 Allaah does not like that anyone or anything is
worshipped along with Him. This is called shirk.
 Muslims should not love and ally themselves with those
who oppose Islaam.

You can now go to Unit 3!
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Unit 2 Answers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

both the Muslim man and Muslim woman must learn all three of them
d)
Paradise, as occurs in the passage ‘So whoever obeys him will enter Paradise‟
a) “...the Pharaoh disobeyed the Messenger so We seized him with a severe punishment.”
d)
b) [Note: a Muslim is not allowed to oppress anyone, whether he is a friend or an enemy]
loving; faith; gardens; pleased; successful
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Unit 3

Introduction 3 of 3

Inshaa~ Allaah by the end of this unit you will be able to
answer these questions

 Why did Allaah create us?
 What is the most important thing that
Allaah has ordered us to do?
 What is the most serious sin that a person
could ever commit?
 What are the three fundamental principles
of Islaam that all Muslims must know?
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This is the last passage in this workbook and the last
section of the introduction of „The Three Fundamental
Principles‟.

Know, may Allaah direct you to obedience to Him, that
haneefiyyah (the true and straight religion), the religious way of
Ibraaheem, is that you worship Allaah alone making the
Religion purely and sincerely for Him. That is what Allaah
commanded all of the people with, and He created them for it.
Just as He, the Most High, said:
“And I did not create jinn and mankind except that they should
worship Me (alone).” [Sooratuth-Thaariyaat (51):56]
And the meaning of „they should worship Me‟ (here) is „they
should single Me out with (all) worship‟ (towheed). And the
greatest of all that Allaah has commanded is towheed which is
to single out Allaah with all worship. And the most serious
thing that He forbade is shirk, which is to call upon other than
Him along with (calling upon) Him. And the proof is His
Saying, He the Most High:
“Worship Allaah and do not associate anything along with Him
in worship.” [Sooratun-Nisaa~ (4):36]
So if it is said to you, “What are the three fundamental
principles (usool) which a person must know?”
Then say, “The slave‟s knowledge of his Lord (Rabb) and his
religion (deen), and his prophet (nabiyy), Muhammad sallAllaahu
`alayhi wa sallam.”
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Have a look at these diagrams which summarise some of
the points from the passage you have just read.

Haneefiyyah
(the true and straight religion) is

that you worship
Allaah alone
making the
Religion purely
and sincerely for
Him

the religious
way of
Ibraaheem

The greatest of all
that Allaah has
commanded
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what Allaah
commanded all
of the people
with

what Allaah
created all of
the people for

The most serious
thing that He
forbade

TOWHEED

SHIRK

To single out Allaah with all
worship

To call upon other than Allaah
along with Him
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THE THREE FUNDAMENTAL
PRINCIPLES
The slave’s knowledge of his

LORD

RELIGION

PROPHET

Read through the passage and try answering these
questions. You can go back to look for the answers there
at any time.

1. Allaah commanded us to practise „haneefiyyah‟ which means „the
true and straight religion‟. Choose the correct answer. Haneefiyyah is
a) following the Hanafee school of thought
b) following a (so-called) „Abrahamic faith‟ whether that be
Judaism, Christianity or Islaam
c) worshipping Allaah alone making the Religion purely and
sincerely for Him
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2. Which Prophet(s) other than Ibraaheem (Abraham) `alayhis-Salaam
practised haneefiyyah? Choose the correct answer.
a) none of them
b) only the prophets who descended from him
c) only Moosaa (Moses), `Eesaa (Jesus) and Muhammad sallAllaahu
`alayhim wa sallam
d) only Muhammad sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam
e) all of the Prophets

3. Whom did Allaah command to practise haneefiyyah, the true and
straight religion? Choose the correct answer
a) the Arabs
b) the Hanafees
c) the „People of the Book‟ meaning the Jews and Christians
d) the Muslims
e) Ibraaheem `alayhis-Salaam
f) the idol worshippers
g) all of the above since all of the people were commanded to
practise it

4. Choose the correct answer. For what purpose did Allaah create all of
mankind? To
a) worship Him alone because He needs their worship
b) attain as much wealth, status and fame as possible
c) worship Him alone, and nothing else besides Him
d) enjoy life even if this means disobeying Him
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5. What proof from the Qur~aan does the author quote to prove this
answer to question 4?

6. What is the meaning of „they should worship Me‟ as mentioned in this
aayah?

7. Choose the correct answer. Towheed
a) means singling Allaah out with all worship (worshipping Him alone
and nothing else)
b) is the holy book of the Jews
c) means worshipping Allaah and others besides Him
d) means sincere repentance

8. Choose the correct answer. The greatest, most important thing that
Allaah has commanded us to do is to
a) treat all those who sin as disbelievers since this is what they are
b) worship Allaah and not worship anything else
c) be united in love by ignoring differing basic beliefs
d) publicly expose the faults and sins of Muslim rulers
e) revolt to overthrow corrupt Muslim rulers
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9. Choose the correct answer. What is the most serious matter that
Allaah has forbidden, meaning the worst sin?
a) drinking alcohol, taking drugs and eating pork
b) worshipping others as well as worshipping Allaah (committing
shirk)
c) taking money that is haraam (forbidden) such as from gambling
and interest from banks
d) killing someone on purpose
e) having intimate relationships before marriage
f) lying, backbiting and being jealous
g) a woman plucking her eyebrows and showing her legs in public

10. The proof to show that this sin (mentioned in the answer to question 9.)
is the worst sin is the following aayah. Fill in the blanks.
“Worship Allaah and do not associate ______________ along with Him in
worship.” [Sooratun-Nisaa~ (4):36]
(For the keener readers, how does this aayah prove that this is the worst
sin? See footnote 17 of the appendix, page 41)

11. What are the three fundamental principles (usool) which a person must
know?
The slave‟s knowledge of his:
1)
2)
3)
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12. Choose the correct answer. When the author says, “The slave‟s
knowledge of his…” he is referring to
a) the slaves of Allaah
b) prisoners of war only
c) domestic workers only

13. These three matters (mentioned in question 11.) have been mentioned
before in the text but in a different order. (See the passage in Unit 1).
They are mentioned under the definition of which of the following?
a) knowledge
b) patience
c) action

14. Fill in the 2 blanks in the right places on the diagram below.

Haneefiyyah
(the true and straight religion) is

the religious
way of
Ibraaheem
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15. Fill in the 2 blanks in the right places on the diagram below.

The greatest of all
that Allaah has
commanded

The most serious
thing that He
forbade

16. Fill in the 4 blanks in the right places on the diagram below.

THE THREE

The slave’s knowledge of his
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You have now completed the last unit in this workbook!

You will have now understood that:
Allaah created us to worship only Him so this is the most
important thing we are commanded to do
 Allaah commanded all of the people to do this
 the worst sin is shirk.
 the three fundamental issues in Islaam that every Muslim
must know are, knowing one‟s
Lord
Religion
Prophet


In the next book inshaa~ Allaah, we will be learning about
the First Fundamental Principle, our Lord, Allaah.
But before this have a read over the introduction of the „Three
Fundamental Principles‟ again on the next few pages to refresh
your memory on what we have covered.
There are some footnotes with extra information to explain some of
the things mentioned in the book if you want to know more.
The aayahs of the Qur~aan have been included in Arabic here so
you can even have a go memorising them if you want to.

May Allaah increase us in beneficial knowledge and sincere
actions in accordance with it, aameen.
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Unit 3 Answers
1. c)
2. e)
3. g)
4. c) Allaah does not need us nor does He need our worship at all
5.“And I did not create jinn and mankind except that they should worship Me (alone).”
[Sooratuth-Thaariyaat (51):56]
6. The meaning of „they should worship Me‟ (here) is ‘they should single Me out with (all)
worship’ (towheed).
7. a)
8. b) [Note: none of the other options are things that Allaah has commanded us to do at all!]
9. b)
10. anything. For extra points: the way in which this aayah proves that shirk is the worst sin is
that Allaah’s right is mentioned before all other rights in the aayah, that is, to worship Him
alone and stay away from shirk. This shows that shirk is the worst sin.
Please also see footnote 8 of the appendix
11. 1) Lord (Rabb) 2) religion (deen) 3) prophet (nabiyy), Muhammad sallAllaahu `alayhi wa
sallam.
12. a)
13. a)
14. see diagram on page 28
15. see diagram on page 28
16. see diagram on page 29
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The Imaam‟s Introduction_______
Here are all the passages from Units 1-3 which make up the introduction of
„The Three Fundamental Principles‟
In the name of Allaah, The Extremely-Merciful (Ar-Rahmaan), The Bestower of
Mercy (Ar-Raheem).
Know, may Allaah have mercy upon you, that it is obligatory for us to learn
four matters:
The First: is knowledge, which is knowledge and awareness of Allaah, and
knowledge of His Prophet, and knowledge of the religion of Islaam with the
proofs.
The Second: is action upon it.
The Third: is calling to it.
The Fourth: is having patience upon any harm encountered whilst carrying it
out.
And the proof is His Saying, He the Most High:

ﭽﭑ ﭒ ﭓ ﭔ ﭕ ﭖ ﭗ ﭘ ﭙ ﭚ ﭛ ﭜ ﭝ
ﭞﭟﭠ ﭡ ﭼ
“By time, mankind is certainly in loss, except for those who truly believe and
do righteous actions3 and encourage one another with the Truth4 and
encourage one other with patience.”
[Sooratul-`Asr (103)]

Ash- Shaafi`ee5, may Allaah, the Most High, have mercy upon him said, “If
Allaah had not sent down any proof upon his creation except this soorah,
then that would have been enough for them.”6
3

Meaning: except for those who believe in Allaah and single Him out (for worship) and affirm His
Oneness...work righteous deeds and fulfil His obligatory duties which He has made binding upon them and
avoid that which He has forbidden... (Tafseer At-Tabaree)
4

Meaning: performing the acts of obedience and leaving off the prohibited acts (Tafseer Ibn Katheer)

He was Muhammad ibn Idrees ibn ul-`Abbaas (150 H – 204 H), the imaam, the scholar of fiqh
(jurisprudence) and one of the „four imaams‟, may Allaah have mercy on them. He was born in Gaza
and was from the tribe of Quraysh, his lineage being traced back to the great, great grandfather of the
Messenger, sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam.
5

6

Shaykh Saalih Al-Fowzaan mentions in his explanation of The Three Fundamental Principles, “The
speech of Imaam Ash-Shaafi`ee does not mean that this soorah is sufficient for mankind, even if Allaah had not
sent down anything else, but rather it has established the proof upon them, because Allaah has made clear in it
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And Al-Bukhaaree7, may Allaah have mercy upon him, said:
“Chapter: Knowledge comes before speech and action.”
And the proof is His Saying, He the Most High:

ﭽﰊ ﰋ ﰌ ﰍ ﰎ ﰏ ﰐ ﰑ ﭼ
“Then know that none has the right to be worshipped except Allaah, and ask
forgiveness for your sin.”
[Soorah Muhammad (47):19]

So He began with knowledge before speech and action.
Know, may Allah have mercy upon you, that it is obligatory for every Muslim,
male and female, to learn these three matters and to act upon them:
The First: that Allaah created us, gave us provision, and did not leave us
without a purpose; rather He sent a Messenger to us. So whoever obeys him
will enter Paradise, and whoever disobeys him will enter the Fire8, and the
proof is His Saying, He the Most High:

ﭽﮰ ﮱ ﮲ ﮳ ﮴ ﮵ ﮶ ﮷ ﮸ ﮹ ﮺ ﮻ ﮼ ﮽ ﮾
﮿﯀﯁﯂ﭼ

the means leading to true happiness, and the reasons for total wretchedness, so no one can say on the Day of
Resurrection: I did not know the means to true happiness and I did not know the means leading to total
wretchedness, when he has read this brief and short soorah.”
He was Muhammad ibn Ismaa`eel ibn Ibraaheem (194 H – 256 H), the imaam, the great scholar of
hadeeth, who was born in Bukhaaraa in modern day Uzbekistaan, may Allaah have mercy on him. He
compiled the famous collection of ahaadeeth now called „Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree‟, considered to be the
most authentic book in Islaam after the Qur~aan.
7

Imaam At-Tahaawee, may Allaah have mercy on him, said, ”And those guilty of major sins (from the
nation of Muhammad sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam) will not remain forever in the Fire, if they die as people
upon towheed, even if they did not repent – as long as they meet Allaah upon awareness (as true believers) –
then they will be under His Wish and Will, and His Judgement: if He wishes He will forgive them and pardon
them, by His Favour, just as He – the Mighty and Majestic – said in His Book: And He forgives whatever is
lesser than that for whomsoever He wishes. And if He wishes He will punish them in the Fire by His
justice. Then He will bring them out of if through His Mercy and through the intercession of those who will
intercede – from those who were obedient to Him. Then He will send them to Paradise. (Al-`AqeedatutTahaawiyyah)
8

This is a translation of the meaning of the whole ayaah quoted by the Imaam : “Indeed Allaah does
not forgive that anything is associated with Him in worship of Him, and He forgives whatever is
lesser than that for whomsoever He wishes.” [ Sooratun-Nisaa~: 48]
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“Indeed We sent a Messenger to you as a witness over (for or against) you just
as We sent a Messenger to the Pharaoh. But the Pharaoh disobeyed the
Messenger so We seized him with a severe punishment.”
[Sooratul- Muzzammil (73):15-16]

The Second: that Allah is not pleased that anyone should be associated with
Him in worship of Him, neither any angel brought near nor any prophet sent as
a Messenger, and the proof is His Saying, He the Most High:

ﭽﭷ ﭸ ﭹ ﭺ ﭻ ﭼ ﭽ ﭾ ﭿ ﭼ
“And that the places of worship are to be for Allaah (alone) so do not make
du`aa~ to anyone along with Allaah9.”
[Sooratul-Jinn (72):18]

The Third: that it is not permissible for the one who is obedient to the
Messenger and singles out Allaah with all worship, upon towheed, to have
muwaalaah10 (to love and ally himself) with those who oppose Allaah and His
Messenger, even if they are those most closely related to him11, and the proof
is His Saying, He the Most High:

9

Shaykh `Ubayd Al-Jaabiree mentions in his explanation of The Three Fundamental Principles
regarding this aayah, “This is a prohibition of shirk (associating partners with Allaah) in general and of du`aa~
(supplicating) to anyone along with Allaah in particular - because du`aa~ is `ibaadah (worship) as he
sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam said.”
Shaykh Muhammad Al-`Uthaymeen, may Allaah have mercy on him, mentioned in his explanation of
The Three Fundamental Principles regarding this aayah, “…so do not worship and prostrate to anything
else along with Him.”
He also mentioned regarding the word „du`aa~„: “…du`aa~ is of two types: 1) du`aa~ mas~alah,
supplication when a request is made and, 2) du`aa~ `ibaadah, invocation through worship…As for du`aa~ - al`ibaadah, it is that the person does an act of worship seeking reward and fearing punishment from the one he is
worshipping, and this is not correct unless it is directed to Allaah alone.”
Shaykh Muhammad Al-`Uthaymeen said in his explanation of The Three Fundamental Principles,
“Muwaalaah with the disbelievers means to help and assist them in the disbelief and misguidance that they
follow...”
10

Shaykh Saalih Al-Fowzaan said in his explanation of The Three Fundamental Principles,
“Al-Muwaalaah…means having love in the heart and it means aiding and assisting…”
11

Shaykh Saalih Al-Fowzaan said in his explanation of The Three Fundamental Principles, “It is
not permissible to wrong or oppress them. He, the Most High, said:
‘Do not let the hatred of a people prevent you from treating them justly. Do justice, it is closer to
taqwaa (fearing and being dutiful to Allaah).’”
[Sooratul-Maa~idah (5):8]
Imaam Ibn Katheer, may Allaah have mercy on him, mentioned in his tafseer regarding the above
verse:
“Do not let the hatred of a people prevent you from treating them justly - rather implement justice with
regards to every person, be they a friend or an enemy.”
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ﭽﭑ ﭒ ﭓ ﭔ ﭕ ﭖ ﭗ ﭘ ﭙ ﭚ ﭛ ﭜ ﭝ ﭞ
ﭟ ﭠ ﭡ ﭢ ﭣ ﭤ ﭥﭦ ﭧ ﭨ ﭩ ﭪ ﭫ
ﭬ ﭭ ﭮﭯ ﭰ ﭱ ﭲ ﭳ ﭴ ﭵ ﭶ ﭷﭸ ﭹ ﭺ
ﭻ ﭼ ﭽﭾ ﭿ ﮀ ﮁﮂ ﮃ ﮄ ﮅ ﮆ ﮇ ﮈ ﮉ ﭼ
“You will not find a people who truly believe in Allaah and the Last Day
loving12 those who oppose Allaah and His Messenger, even if they are their
fathers, or their sons, or their brothers, or their kinsfolk. Rather Allaah has
ordained true faith for their hearts, and strengthened them with strength from
Him; and He will enter them into the gardens (of Paradise) beneath (whose
trees13) rivers flow, and they will remain therein forever. Allaah is pleased with
them and they are pleased with Him. They are the party of Allaah. Indeed
the party of Allaah are the ones who will be successful.”
[Sooratul-Mujaadilah (58):22]

Know, may Allaah direct you to obedience to Him, that haneefiyyah14 (the
true and straight religion), the religious way of Ibraaheem, is that you worship
Allaah alone making the Religion purely and sincerely for Him. That is what
Allaah commanded all of the people with, and He created them for it. Just
as He, the Most High, said:

ﭽﭳ ﭴ ﭵ ﭶ ﭷ ﭸ ﭹ ﭼ
“And I did not create jinn and mankind except that they should worship Me
(alone).”
[Sooratuth-Thaariyaat (51):56]

Shaykh Saalih Al-Fowzaan also quotes in his explanation of The Three Fundamental Principles the
statement of Allaah, the Most High: “Allaah does not forbid you from treating well and treating with
justice those who do not fight against you on account of the religion and who do not expel you from
your homes. Indeed Allaah loves those who treat the people justly.” [Sooratul-Mumtahanah (60):8]
12

Shaykh Muhammad Al-`Uthaymeen said in his explanation of The Three Fundamental Principles,
“...having love for them (the disbelievers) is shown by doing those things which will earn their love by any
means. Without a doubt this shows that eemaan (true belief) is either totally absent or is at least deficient (in the
believer who does this).”
13

As mentioned in Tafseer At-Tabaree

Shaykh Saalih Al-Fowzaan mentions in his explanation of The Three Fundamental Principles, “This
is the religious way of Ibraaheem `alayhissalaam: Al-haneefiyyah, which turns away from shirk (associating
partners with Allaah) totally and turns to towheed (singling out Allaah with all worship) totally, that you
worship Allaah making the religion purely and sincerely for Him.”
14
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And the meaning of „they should worship Me‟ (here) is „they should single Me
out with (all) worship‟ (towheed). And the greatest of all that Allaah has
commanded is towheed which is to single out Allaah with all worship. And
the most serious thing that He forbade is shirk, which is to call upon other than
Him along with (calling upon) Him15. And the proof is His Saying, He the Most
High:

ﭽ ﮗ ﮘ ﮙ ﮚ ﮛ ﮜﮝ ﭼ
“Worship Allaah16 and do not associate anything with Him in worship.”17
[Sooratun-Nisaa~ (4):36]

So if it is said to you, “What are the three fundamental principles (usool) which
a person must know?”
Then say, “The slave‟s knowledge of his Lord (Rabb) and his religion (deen),
and his prophet (nabiyy), Muhammad sallAllaahu `alayhi wa sallam.” 18

15

Shaykh Saalih Al-Fowzaan states in Al-Irshaad ilaa Saheehil-I`tiqaad, “Shirk is : directing anything from
the types of worship to other than Allaah – such as du‟aa~ (supplication), slaughtering, making oaths and
seeking rescue and deliverance from other than Allaah in those matters which none but Allaah has the ability to
give (rescue and deliverance).”
16

Meaning: single Him out (in worship) and obey Him (Tafseer Al-Baghawee)

Shaykh Saalih Al-Fowzaan states in his explanation of The Three Fundamental Principles, “This
aayah contains ten rights and therefore it is called „the aayah of the ten rights‟. The first of these rights is the
right of Allaah...So He began with a command for towheed and a prohibition from shirk; so this proves that the
greatest thing that Allaah has commanded is towheed and the worst thing that He has forbidden is shirk because
Allaah began with that, and He, The Perfect, does not begin except with the most important thing and then what
is next important. This is the way in which the aayah is a proof.”
17
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Transliteration Key
Arabic letter/symbol/function
ء
ب
ث
ث
ج
ح
خ
د
ذ
ر
ز
س

How it has been written in English

َ
َ
َ
َْْ ا
َْي
َْْْو
َْي
َْو

~
b
t
th
j
h
kh
d
th
r
z
s
sh
s
d
t
z
`
gh
f
q
k
l
m
n
h
w
y
a
i
u
aa
ee
oo
ay
ow

used to separate  الfrom the following
word

examples; al-qamar, ash-shams

ش
ص
ض
ط
ظ
ع
غ
ف
ق
ك
ل
م
ن
ه
و
ي
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Glossary
This is a list of all the Arabic words and phrases you have come across in units 1-3
aayah

آٌت

a verse of the Qur-aan lit. sign

ahaadeeth

أحادٌث

see footnote 2, page4

`alayhis-Salaam

عْلٍْْوْْالسْالم

may Allaah‟s peace and
security be upon him

deen

دٌن

religion

du`aa~

دعاء

supplication/worship

Hanafee

ًْحنف

A person who follows the
Hanafee school of thought in
jurisprudence

haraam

حرام

forbidden

haneefiyyah

حنٍْفٍَّت

the true and straight religion

imaam

إهام

used here as a title for a great
Islaamic scholars

inshaa~ Allaah

إنْشآءْهللا

if Allaah wishes

jinn

ْجن

a species of creation who are
accountable for their deeds
but whom we cannot see

muwaalaah

هْوْاالة

love and alliance

nabiyy

ًْْنْب

prophet

rabb

ْرب

lord

sallAllaahu `alayhi wa
sallam

صلَّىْهللاْعلٍوْوسلَّ ْن

see footnote 1, page 4

shirk

شْرك

associating partners with
Allaah in worship of Him

soorah

سْورة

chapter of the Qur~aan
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Sunnah

سنَّت

towheed

تْوْحٍْد

usool

أْصْول

the sayings, actions, silent
approvals of the Messenger,
Muhammad sallAllaahu `alayhi
wa sallam
worshipping Allaah and
nothing else
lit. making something one
fundamental principles

What is Towheed? The Imaam’s Introduction

